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The 172nd Annual General Meeting of the Society was held at Westminster Chapel, London,
on Saturday, 14th June, commencing at 2.30pm.  The Minutes of the Meeting will be issued
to members in due course, but meanwhile it is hoped that the following Report will be of

interest to all of the Society’s supporters.  It should be noted that this does not purport to be a full
account, and no mention is made of various motions put to the Meeting which were not carried.

The Chairman’s Address

In opening the Meeting, the Chairman, the Rev. M. H. Watts, read Philippians 4 and gave a short
address on verses 4 and 5.  What follows is a lightly edited account of this:

The Apostle, somewhere between AD 61-63, is addressing the Lord’s people at Philippi, and
he emphasises two things: the first is the Christian’s relationship with God – ‘Rejoice in the
Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice’; and the second is the Christian’s relationship with men1

– ‘Let your moderation be known unto all men.  The Lord is at hand’.  

Now concerning the former, the Christian’s relationship with God, there is every reason why
we should ‘Rejoice’.  We should rejoice because God has made Himself over to us in an everlast-
ing covenant.  We should rejoice because God has revealed Himself to our souls in His Word and
by His Spirit.  We should rejoice because God has manifested His love to us as sinful men and
women.  We should rejoice because God has blessed us with all the benefits of redemption.  And
we should rejoice because He has promised us that the best is yet to be.  ‘Rejoice in the Lord alway:
and again I say, Rejoice’.

As to the latter, our relationship with men, Paul writes thus: ‘Let your moderation be known
unto all men.  The Lord is at hand’.  Paul uses here the word ‘moderation’, a word which, accord-
ing to scholars, defies exact translation.  It comes from a word denoting ‘reasonableness’,
especially in the sense of ‘considerateness’.  In the Book of Acts, it describes a governor’s ‘cour-
tesy’ or ‘kindness’ and it is translated ‘clemency’ (Acts 24.4).  In the Epistles, it appears as an
adjective in a list of qualifications of a bishop or elder where, contrasted with contentiousness, it
is rendered ‘patient’.  ‘A bishop then must be…patient, not a brawler’ (1 Timothy 3.2,3).  In
another place, it is associated with meekness and rendered ‘gentle’. Believers are exhorted to be
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Diary & Calendars 2004NEW
Our Diary and many of our Calendars for 2004 have arrived.  Orders can now be placed for early delivery.

The Golden Thoughts Calendar has 
twelve pages without pictures and gives a Scripture
Text for each day, and is often used as a Bible
Reading Scheme. It is available in: Afrikaans, English,
French, Hausa, Lithuanian, Ndebele, Portuguese,
Russian, Spanish and Xhosa. 
Price £0.29 less any quantity discount.

The Words of Life Calendar is an attractive
twelve-page pictorial Calendar featuring a Scripture
Text for each month.  It is available in: Albanian,
Arabic, Armenian, Catalan, Dutch, Ekegusii, English,
Farsi, French, Hebrew, Hungarian, Lithuanian,
Norwegian, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian, Russian,
Serbian, Spanish, Ukrainian and Welsh.  
Price £0.53 less any quantity discount.

The Week-to-View Slimline Diary, with
gilt page edging and marker ribbon, features a
Scripture Text for each day, Bible Reading Scheme
and a weekly footnote for interest and prayer. 
Price £2.95 each less any quantity discount.

Quantity discounts are available for large orders and especially for people who are engaged in the free
distribution of the Scriptures in their communities and in overseas missionary work.  

Quantity discounts: 

25 to 250 10% discount   250 to 500 25% discount   500 to 2,500 50% discount

We shall be pleased to send sample copies to anyone considering ordering large numbers of the Diary.

Important Notice: Minimum order value
Owing to increased postage and packing costs, there is now a charge of

£1.00 on UK orders under £5.00.  All orders over £5.00 remain Post free.
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‘gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men’ (Titus 3.2).   As a noun, it is in fact rendered ‘gentle-
ness’, that quality so signally manifested in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ – ‘Now I Paul myself
beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ…’ (2 Corinthians 10.1).  Tyndale and
Cranmer translate it ‘softness’, not however in the sense of weakness, but in the sense of ‘gra-
ciousness’.  And perhaps ‘graciousness’ brings out the meaning of the word.

‘Let your moderation be known unto all men’. My dear friends, we should have this modera-
tion in heart and in life. 

Moderation in heart: ‘Let your moderation be known unto all men…’ There are
times when tensions arise between Christian believers.  This may be as the result of circum-
stances.  It may be as a result of different understanding over things.  Or it may be as a result of
various corruptions in our hearts. Whatever the reason, tensions and differences arise; and we
need to be very careful about them, because Satan can take advantage of them, the world can be
offended by them, and the Lord’s own dear people can be deeply grieved in their hearts by them.
The Apostle writes, ‘Let your moderation be known unto all men…’; ‘let your sweet reason-
ableness be known…’; ‘let your graciousness be known…’. 

This grace must be in the heart.   That is where it has to begin. Reformed Christianity
emphasises the heart because Biblical religion is essentially the religion of the heart.  According
to the Scriptures, it is the heart that God graciously opens as we listen to the Gospel of salvation.
God deals first with our hearts, and thereafter He continues to deal with them, communicating to
them His love in great abundance and granting to them Christ’s continued presence (Acts 16.14;
Romans 5.5; Ephesians 3.17). 

Notwithstanding, it is possible for our hearts to become unspiritual.  Sinful feelings and bit-
ter resentment can arise, creating real problems for us in our relationships with one another.
There is need for God to work further in our hearts, working in us ‘both to will and to do of his
good pleasure’ and working in us ‘that which is wellpleasing in his sight’ (Philippians 2.13;
Hebrews 13.21).  Only so will our corruptions be subdued and our graces strengthened.  It is God
who must inwardly bless us, which He does by His Word, revealing what manner of people we
ought to be, and by His Spirit, inducing us to be Godly and holy in our thoughts.  We need mod-
eration this afternoon.  We need grace to be at work within us. We need God to free us from the
power of sin and to implant His blessed rule in our hearts.  ‘Beloved, let us love one another’ (1
John 4.7).

Moderation in life: ‘Let your moderation be known unto all men’.  In other words,
God’s work must become evident in our lives, both in word and in deed.  This must be towards
all men, even towards those we find it difficult to get along with or towards those we may have
already fallen out with.   ‘Let your moderation be known unto all men’. Let men see by the way
we act that we have no ill will or censorious judgment.  Let them see by the way we conduct our-
selves in such a Meeting as this, that there is about us no anger, no harshness, no lack of
forgiveness.  ‘Let your moderation be known unto all men’.  This must be the nature of the faith
we possess.  Our faith is all about a change of heart – and a change of life.  We must make
allowance for ignorance and weakness.  We must exercise a becoming restraint.  We must care for

one another. Only as we experience God’s love within can we demonstrate that love in our rela-
tionships and in our Christian gatherings and meetings.  It would be sad indeed if we came
together this afternoon, ‘not for the better, but for the worse’ (1 Corinthians 11.17).  Our Saviour
said, ‘Let your light so shine before men…’ (Matthew 5.16).    

Now, there is a reason given why we must cultivate this graciousness.  ‘The Lord is at hand’.
These words can be understood with reference to place and to time. 

Place: ‘The Lord is at hand’.  If understood with reference to place, the sense is that the Lord is
present. As the Psalmist says, ‘Thou art near, O LORD’ (Psalm 119.151; cf. 145.18).  What will help
to develop grace in our hearts and grace in our lives?  It is the realisation of the Lord’s presence.
‘The Lord is at hand’.  If He is with us, He observes what is going on in our hearts and He marks
what goes forth from our lips.  ‘The Lord is at hand’.  He takes account of the way we view and
treat our Christian brethren and He surely reacts to a bad, uncharitable spirit and to unhelpful
exchanges and bitter disputes.  

This afternoon, I feel it my duty to remind you that the Lord is in this place.  He knows the
thoughts we harbour and hears what comes forth from our lips.  ‘O LORD, thou hast searched me,
and known me…thou understandest my thought afar off… For there is not a word in my tongue,
but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether’ (Psalm 139.1-4).  Brethren and sisters, conscious
awareness of the Lord’s presence should affect us at today’s Meeting.  In holy fear, we should con-
duct ourselves as if we could see Him, as if He were physically and visibly present with us.  Far be
it from us to take liberties with one another!  Far be it from us to break the law of spiritual broth-
erhood! ‘Thou God seest me’ (Genesis 16.13).  Truly, ‘The Lord is at hand’.

Time: ‘The Lord is at hand’.  Understood thus, it means that Christ is coming again soon.  He
has long since entered the glory to be seated at the Father’s right hand.  But He is coming again –
and Christian believers should be living each day in the light of that return. This means thinking
nothing unworthy, refusing to manifest a spirit contrary to the spirit of the Gospel and strictly
avoiding giving offence to any of our fellow-believers.  Christ will return.  He has told us that
plainly enough.  ‘I will come again’, He said (John 14.3), and on the day of His coming, we shall be
called to give account of ourselves. We may have deceived others – and even ourselves – but we
shall not be able to deceive Him.  According to God’s Word, He will judge our thoughts, our words,
and our deeds. ‘God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ…’; ‘every idle word that men
shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment’; ‘for we must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to
that he hath done, whether it be good or bad’ (Romans 2.16; Matthew 12.36; 2 Corinthians 5.10).   

These two truths – that the Lord is spiritually present and that the Lord is coming again in
glory – move us to ‘moderation’ or ‘graciousness’.  ‘Let your moderation be known unto all men.
The Lord is at hand’.  May our blessed and gracious God give us this grace of which His Word
speaks – and may sweet graciousness be conspicuous in our Meeting today!  May we demonstrate
that we know how to behave ourselves as followers of Christ! May every heart know that the Lord
is here and that soon He will appear, personally, visibly and gloriously!  ‘Amen. Even so, come, Lord
Jesus’ (Revelation 22.20). 
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The General Secretary then briefly presented his Report for the year, expressing his gratitude
to the Lord for the maintenance of the work over the previous year, and drawing the attention of
the Meeting to one or two items in the written Report.  There were no questions on the Report,
and the following motion was then put to the Meeting and carried by a large majority: 

THAT the Report and Audited Financial Statements, a summary of which has been print-
ed in the Report, copies of which have been circulated, be adopted.

The next item of business was the re-appointment of the General Committee.  A statement
was made by Mr. D. Oldham on behalf of the three UK-based Vice-Presidents of the Society
expressing support for the Chairman and the Investigating Committee and the desire to see the
augmentation of the present General Committee with suitable men to serve the Society.  After the
Chairman had given the Members the opportunity to again ask questions and make comments,
the motion to elect the Committee was put to the Meeting and carried by a large majority.  The
motion stated:

THAT the following gentlemen constitute the General Committee for the ensuing year:
Mr. G. D. Buss, Mr. G. R. Burrows, the Rev. B. G. Felce, the Rev. W. H. Fleming, the Rev. E. T.
Kirkland, the Rev. D. Silversides, Mr. J. Turnbull, the Rev. M. H. Watts.

(As Mr. Buss was a member of the Investigating Committee, to avoid any conflict of interest he
had requested that it be noted that if elected his election would not take effect until March 2004.)

The final motion put to the Meeting was also passed by a large majority, namely:

THAT Messrs Jacob Cavenagh & Skeet be appointed Auditors for the year.

After brief concluding comments, the Business Meeting was closed in prayer by Mr. Watts.  

The Service

After a short break, a service of worship was held, at which the preacher was the Rev. J.
Thackway of Holywell Evangelical Church.  A summary of his sermon will be found in the

next issue of the Quarterly Record, if the Lord wills.

Conclusion

In concluding this summary of the events of the AGM, the General Committee again expresses
its gratitude to the Lord for the good spirit that pervaded the Meeting, and for the support

which was expressed for the General Committee, and for the on-going work of the Society.  

The General Committee has already met twice since the AGM, and has begun to consider the
Investigating Committee’s proposals in some detail, with a view to implementing whatever
changes are deemed appropriate.  It is the General Committee’s intention to keep the membership
fully informed of its work.

The Business Meeting

The Chairman then led the Meeting in prayer, before making a number of points by way of
introduction to the Business Meeting, as follows:

� It had been hoped that the Investigating Committee’s Report would have been issued much
earlier.  Had this taken place, it might have been possible to have called a SGM as indicated in
the Committee’s ‘Response to the Requisition’.  

� The General Committee understood the sense of frustration and perplexity which had been
felt in the past year.  However, it had been with the desire to resolve matters that the
Investigating Committee had been set up.  

� The Investigating Committee had found that things had not been as they should be in a
Christian Society. The General Committee could not pretend that things had not been seri-
ously wrong, but it was now resolved to learn from the past and move forward into peace and
righteousness.

� During the year the General Committee had worked well together, with the support of many
both in the membership and among the staff.  It was recognised that the General Committee
is the servant of the membership.

� Tribute was paid to the Vice-Presidents for their support and counsel during the year. The
Chairman reaffirmed the present General Committee’s commitment to the principles
enshrined in the Constitution.

� Members were reminded of the need for all present to conduct themselves in an orderly way.
� Many who were unable to be present at the Meeting had assured him of their prayers for the

Meeting. 

Subject to two very minor wording changes, the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held
on the 8th June, 2002, which had already been circulated, were then approved nem. con.  This was
followed by greetings being conveyed to the Meeting from the Society’s Branches and from the
Gereformeerde Bijbelstichting in The Netherlands.

After this, the Chairman proceeded to the formal business of the intimated resolutions. 

The Chairman gave the Members the opportunity to ask questions about the Investigating
Committee’s Report, and this opportunity was taken up by certain Members present.  The motion
then passed on a show of hands by a large majority was:

THAT the Investigating Committee be thanked for its work in connection with under-
taking its task of investigating all the actions of the General Committee and related
actions of the staff in the light of the principles of Holy Scripture for the period
November 2000 to 8th June 2002 and the events surrounding and including the 2002
Annual General Meeting and that the General Committee be mandated to review its rec-
ommendations and as it deems appropriate to implement the recommendations and
report to the Membership with Proposals for any necessary revisions of the Constitution. 
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At a special meeting held in July, the members of the General Committee unanimously reaf-
firmed their commitment to the Society’s historic position, in particular with reference to the
Society’s adherence to the Hebrew Masoretic Text, the Greek Received Text and the Authorised
Version.  At the same meeting the General Committee was pleased to exonerate Mr. Larlham, as
none of the allegations made against him had been substantiated.  There was no evidence before
the General Committee that justified any further investigation into the allegations previously
made against him. 

The General Committee are happy to make it clear that Mr. Larlham’s reinstatement is now
unqualified.

At its Meeting in June the Committee discussed all the factors relating to the publication of
an article in the English Churchman by the Rev. E. T. Kirkland under the pseudonym of
‘Anglicanus’.  It considered the sources of the material quoted, the perceived breach of confiden-
tiality, the collective responsibility of members of the Committee and the article’s potentially
harmful impact on the reputation of the Society.  Following perusal of all the relevant documen-
tation, the receipt of responses to questions posed to Mr. Kirkland, and after careful consideration
of all the Biblical principles involved, the General Committee concluded that a suitably worded
letter of apology from Mr. Kirkland should be inserted in the English Churchman and that the fol-
lowing statement should be inserted in this edition of the Quarterly Record:

It was never the intention of the General Committee that the Investigating Committee’s
Report should be confidential to members only but that it should be a public document
as referred to in the first page of the Response, ‘This confidential Response does not pre-
empt the Report of the Investigating Committee, which will be a public document and
will be circulated to all the Society’s known supporters’. In all the circumstances the
General Committee had to conclude that there had been no breach of confidentiality by
the Rev. E. T.  Kirkland.  Notwithstanding this, Mr. Kirkland has apologised for a serious
mistake in failing to fulfil his duty of collective responsibility as a member of the General
Committee and has tendered a formal apology to the General Committee and likewise
apologises to the Society’s membership.

Supporters of the Society who would like to receive copies of the Investigating Committee’s
Report should request copies either from the Society’s head office or from the Society’s national
branch offices at the addresses given on the inside back cover of this Quarterly Record.

Please continue to pray for the Lord’s blessing on the great work of the Society, and for your
Committee as it seeks to guide the future direction of the work.

1 Boldface type added for emphasis here and throughout. D
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For as many as are led by 
the Spirit of God, 

they are the sons of God. 
Romans 8.14

The Apostle Paul teaches here that the Holy Spirit
is the Guide of God’s people. Every child of God
is led by the Spirit of God. This declaration is

without ambiguity. The Spirit of Christ must be our per-
sonal Guide and Leader. Without His special grace we
cannot be children of God.

The redeeming love revealed in Christ is perfect,
even so perfect that it is not possible to add anything to
this marvellous perfection. Nevertheless the Scriptures
make it abundantly clear that the Holy Spirit’s grace is
necessary, for this precious Person does apply the
redemption accomplished by Christ to the hearts of
helpless sinners.

The church of all ages has faithfully proclaimed this
truth. God’s people have always recognized their
dependency on this holy Teacher. It is one of the most
dangerous developments in the church of our day, that
many refuse to acknowledge the necessity of the sover-
eign guidance of the Spirit of God. Numerous religious
people who profess the name of Christ have no interest
in the work of the Holy Spirit.

True, they may speak about Him, but never in a con-
vincing way, so that it becomes plain that the grace of the
Holy Spirit must be experienced in every sinner’s heart.
May the Lord have mercy on the church of this day and
grant the awakening power of the Spirit of grace and of
supplications!

by the 
Rev. G. Hamstra
A Vice-President of the Society
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The absolute necessity of the Spirit of Christ is due to
the fall of man. In his unfallen state, man, being created
in the image of God, was a temple of the Holy Spirit.
When man sinned against his Maker, the beautiful tem-
ple was marred and became a ruin. God departed from
this ruined temple. It was no longer fit to be His holy
dwelling place. Man is by nature spiritually dead. In his
blindness and enmity he even refuses to acknowledge his
sad and pitiful condition. He seeks no help from heaven
until he realizes his hopeless situation.

Christ came to restore such ruined temples. His atoning
death is the blessed foundation for this work of restoration.
On the basis of this redeeming love does the Spirit of Christ
give life to sinners who are by nature spiritually dead.

The Holy Spirit delivers from error and deceit; He
leads us in the ways of truth. How we need this infallible
Guide! To lean on our own wisdom is utter folly, for
there are too many dangers and pitfalls on our way to
heaven. All who know something of the deceitfulness of
their own hearts will gladly acknowledge the need of this
divine, gracious Teacher. We need the Holy Spirit to
show us the inadequacies of our own righteousness. He
convinces of the impossibility of being saved by any
goodness of our own. We never outgrow the need of His
guidance.

How precious are His leadings, for while He causes us
to loathe ourselves, He leads us so graciously to the only
Fountain of hope and peace! He reveals to the eye of
faith the saving power of the righteousness of Christ. By
the Spirit’s grace we hear and recognise the voice of the
Good Shepherd, calling and inciting weary and heavy-
laden sinners to come to Him for rest. By the self-same
grace we see the King in His beauty and embrace Him as
our Saviour from sin.

The Holy Spirit leads the guilty sinner to the precious
cleansing power of the blood of Jesus. That blood makes

whiter than snow! The Spirit of Christ leads the broken-
hearted to the balm of Gilead. Christ heals the wounded
soul and calms the troubled breast.

The Spirit leads to the tender love of the sympathising
High Priest. What love is like the love of Christ? The Spirit
leads the empty sinner to the fullness of the love of Jesus.

Who but the Spirit of God brings us to the feet of
Christ? If this heavenly Teacher were not our Guide, how
would we ever discover and know this precious Fountain
of saving comfort? What a mercy it is to be at the feet of
the crucified and risen Redeemer! Apart from Christ
there is no sufficient hiding place. All else is disappoint-
ing. In Him, and in Him alone, is true and abiding
comfort even for the most wretched sinners. None is so
blind that Jesus cannot open his eyes. None is so igno-
rant that Christ cannot give him wisdom. None is so
guilty that this Divine Saviour cannot freely and fully
pardon him.

The Holy Spirit, poured out on the day of Pentecost,
leads to Christ, the only Fountain of pardoning grace. He
likewise guides to Christ as the true Source of all holi-
ness. Every sinner led by the Spirit’s grace values the
deliverance from guilt. However, when Christ is revealed
to our heart, we learn to flee sin and evil and to love the
ways of holiness and truth. When the Spirit leads us to
Christ, we love Him who first loved us. When we love
Him, we also love His ways, the ways of holiness and
truth.

All who are led by the Spirit of God are the sons of
God. By the grace of God they have become God’s chil-
dren. To be a child of God is the height of all blessings.
God’s children are loved by everlasting love, bought by
the precious blood of God’s dear Son, and led by the
Spirit of God. May we all remember that the Holy Spirit
is the only Guide to Christ!



Take an outline map of Africa, and draw
in the four great rivers – Nile, Niger,

Congo and Zambezi;1 these give a reference
point and framework for a grasp of the
history, peoples, movements, exploration
and mission work of the whole Continent.
The River Niger rises in the Fouta Djallon
Highlands of Guinea, north of Sierra Leone,
and passes though Guinea, Mali, Niger,
Benin and Nigeria on its 2,600-mile course
to the sea in the Gulf of Guinea (Biafra
Bight on some older maps). Nigeria
bestrides the latter part of the course of the
river, with its delta of swamps, mangroves
and lagoons. From Lagos in the west,
through Port Harcourt to Calabar in the
east, this coastline was a significant stretch
of “The White Man’s Grave” of the 18th and
19th centuries. The high Jos Plateau is at
the centre of Nigeria, with the land falling
away northward toward Niger. Lower areas
to the northeast border Lake Chad. South
of the Plateau the land is divided by river
valleys, the broadest formed by the Niger
River and its main tributary, the Benue.

These flow from west and east respectively,
and at Lokoja they meet then as the Niger,
and run south across the broad coastal
plains to the vast delta.

Bordering Cameroon, Chad, Niger and
Benin, Nigeria is not the largest country in
Africa, ranked only fourteenth in that
table.2 The area is equivalent to Europe
north of the Pyrenees and west of the Rhine.
In terms of population though, Nigeria
heads the list, with almost twice the number
of people (119 million) as the next on the
list, Egypt. I have read that one fifth of the
population of the whole African Continent
is Nigerian. Abuja, the modern capital city,
is less than 10 degrees north of the
Equator, a similar latitude to Panama City.

Peoples & Languages

Over 250 distinct peoples count Nigeria
as home,3 producing a rich, turbulent

and varied culture. In the north, the Hausa
and Fulani are predominant; the Yoruba,
Edo and Ibo peoples make the largest
groups in the south. It is essential for any
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Nigeria

BY C. P. HALLIHAN

understanding of the tensions and conflicts
in Nigeria to note that some of the same
peoples, linked by language, tribe, culture
and history, will be found also in Niger,
Mali, Senegal, The Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-
Bissau, Burkina Faso, Benin, and Cameroon,
probably Chad, possibly even Sudan. 

The ties and support associations of
these peoples are not defined, confined or
controlled by the straight-line boundary
arrangements of recent colonial powers or
map makers. Members of the various
groups have always been likely to blame
those of another group for their problems,
and to strive for dominance in one way or
another. It is in an attempt to reduce the
political impact of these older tribal
loyalties that the modern Federal Republic
of Nigeria is administered as thirty smaller
states (it had been three, then twelve). 

The official language is English, which
is a great help in terms of Scripture
distribution, but over 400 languages are in
use, at least twenty in major groups. After
English, Hausa and Yoruba are probably
the most used tongues. Hausa seems more
allied to the North African languages,
Berber and Arabic, than to other West
African tongues. The majority of Hausa
speakers is Muslim, and has a literary
heritage extending back centuries before
any contact with European culture. For the
Yoruba, though, with their own 1,000-year
history, the language was only written
down in the 19th century by Christian
missionaries.

Geography

Peoples & Languages
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Talking of the history of Nigeria before
the 19th century we can only refer to

events amongst the peoples who lived in
the general area of the Niger-Benue
confluence and Delta. There had been
many ancient city-states in this region,
including the Yoruba city of Ife, the Hausa
Kanem-Bornu kingdom, and the powerful
Benin kingdom in the southwest, famous
for its bronze sculptures. The more ancient
Nok culture of West Africa was centred
here. They had discovered the way of
smelting iron and were able to make
weapons and durable tools, and vessels for
cooking. They were artists and craftsmen,
too, and since the uncovering of various
sites by archaeologists in the last century
there is today a trade in the terracotta
heads of the Nok people. Looking at these
glimpses of large, powerful, relatively
sophisticated cultures, and then comparing
them with the grievous, gruesome
descriptions of conditions in Nigeria given
by the explorers and missionaries of the
19th century, one can only sorrow at the
numbing and benighting power of sin, and

the inevitable fall of all empires that are
without God and without hope in the
world. “History after the Flood shows that
man rapidly reproduced great civilisations,
and then declined from them.”5

trade, exploration, 

& Colonialism. 

In the 15th century the Portuguese
worked their way along the West African

coast, including the Niger Delta.6 The
beginnings of Western exploitation of
the existing internal slave trading
amongst the tribal kingdoms soon
followed. In the closing years of the
18th century Mungo Park began
exploring the Nigerian interior,
followed in the 1830s by Richard
and John Lander. During the 19th
century the largely Islamic
Fulani people had launched a
jihad (holy war), and
dominated much of the
country. 

By 1861 Britain had
taken control of Lagos and
began expanding control of
the region. The Royal Niger
Company was chartered in
1886 and gained control of
all trading companies on
the Niger River and in the
north. This broke an
unwritten understanding
that the Europeans would
only deal at the coastal
ports, leaving the local
tradesmen to secure and
deliver the needed goods
from the interior. Fighting

left:  
Terracotta
head of the 
Nok people

Bottom
right: 
c. 15th
century
ivory 
saltcellar 4
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and skirmishing to resist this
shift from trade to apparent
occupation became almost a
way of life. To catch a feel of
the shifting turmoil of that
time, philatelists can attempt
to unravel the tangle of
postage stamps issued from
Lagos, the Niger Territories,
the Oil River Protectorate,
Niger Coast Protectorate,
Southern Nigeria, and
Northern Nigeria, all in the
years from 1874-1914.7

The Colony and Protectorate of Nigeria
was established under the British Crown in
1914, and a more settled economic
development began. In 1947 a new
constitution involved more Nigerians in
government, in 1960 independence was
achieved, under Sir Adesoji Aderemi, the
first Nigerian Governor and first ever
African Governor in the Commonwealth.
Abubaka Tafawa Balewa became Prime
Minister from 1960-1966, and Nigeria
became a republic in 1963.

European Arrival: missions and more.

One of the rewards of researching these
articles lies in being reminded of old

friends; biographies and accounts not
read since student days are dug out, read
anew, and new insights gained. It has
been a joy these past weeks to say ‘Hello’
again to Mary Slessor, teaching in the Efik
language in Calabar, Nigeria, from 1876-
1916,8 and to the Yoruba slave Samuel
Ajayi Crowther, who became an Anglican
Bishop. A little further afield was
Granville Sharp of Greek grammar fame

and his involvement, with the support and
encouragement of Wilberforce and the
‘Clapham Sect’, in Sierra Leone where the
freed slave Ajayi became a Christian, and
gained an education and ordination,
before returning to his Northern Nigeria
homeland.

Nigeria did seem to engage the heart
and spirit of many European
congregations and to burden many
believers with the need to carry the Gospel
to this land. The two saints already
mentioned are well remembered and
regarded with honour and affection there
to this day. They were in association with
the United Presbyterian Church (Mary
Slessor) and the Church Missionary
Society (Samuel Crowther), but there were
also Lutherans, Methodists, Southern
Baptists and others at work. A range of
specific Mission Societies became
associated with work and workers in
Nigeria. The Qua Iboe Mission (now
Mission Africa) was begun in Nigeria in
1887, and worked also in Ghana, Burkina
Faso, and Chad, with an emphasis on
Church planting. Sudan United and Sudan
Interior Missions have a long running
involvement in Nigeria, too.10

Mary Slessor (1848-1915)9

Early History

European Arrival:

trade, exploration, 

& colonialism.

European Arrival:

missions and more.
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Modern Nigeria: politics

In 1966 Ibo army officers seized the
government in a coup, but this actually

led to the massacre of thousands of Ibo in
Northern Region. In a Hausa
countercoup, Lieutenant-Colonel
Yakubu Gowon was made
president and worked for
reconciliation, but in 1967 the
Ibo-dominated Eastern Region
seceded as the state Biafra.
After a terrible war, in which
thousands of Ibo died (many
from starvation), Biafra
collapsed in 1970. President
Gowon did not make
reprisals, but was deposed in
1975 in a bloodless coup. His
successor was assassinated in
1976, and further military coups
thwarted subsequent attempts to
restore stable, civilian government. 

President Ibrahim Babangida took over
in 1985, promising a constitution that
would restore civilian rule by 1992. It did
not happen. In August 1993 he handed
power to an Interim National Government
but in November another bloodless coup
led by the defence minister, General Sanni
Abacha, led to the banning of all political
activity. This was restored in 1995. After
much unrest the election of retired General
Olusegun Obasanjo as President in 1999
was a hopeful sign. Obasanjo had been a
military ruler in 1976 and received
international acclaim in 1979 as the first
modern African military leader voluntarily
to transfer power to civilians. His further
re-election this year (2003) provided more
encouragement. Being of the Yoruba
people, Olusegun Obasanjo is of a Christian

background and testimony – not an easy
position to maintain in modern West
Africa. 

Modern Nigeria: economics

As to the economic picture, agriculture,
though declining, is still a majority

occupation. Activities vary as to areas and
ethnic groups. Generally the Hausa tend
crops, the Fulani raise cattle. Cocoa and
rubber are grown in the south, palm kernels
in the east, and groundnuts (peanuts) are
still an important cash crop. Local staples
are cassava, yams and rice in the south,
millet, sorghum and livestock in the north.
Supply does not support the population,
and much food is imported. Nigeria’s

In the 20th century this wide mix was
followed by the very determinedly
‘Indigenous African’ churches so that today
the church and denominational scene is
richly varied! The nominalism which
appears in second generation church life is
a big problem, together with the seemingly
inevitable syncretism as older traditions
are reabsorbed, or even positively intruded
into the thinking and practices of various
churches. Unhappily, church alignments do
also run along tribal and cultural lines, and
a church associated with a politically
strong tribe will gain many adherents for
that reason only. 

Islam

Islam in Nigeria dates back to the 11th
century, first appearing in the northeast

of the country and quickly becoming
dominant in the Hausa lands. It was for a
time the religion of the court and
commerce there, spread by Muslim clerics
and traders. Trade across the Sahara came
to be increasingly handled by Muslims. A
Muslim resurgence
took place in western
Africa in the 18th
century. The Fulani
cattle-driving people
played a central role in
this, and in northern
Nigeria the Fulani
scholar Uthman dan
Fodio launched a jihad
in 1804 that lasted for
six years. This
religious revolution
had a political aspect,
and it united the
Hausa states under
sharia law. In 1812 the
Hausa dynasties

became part of the Islamic Caliphate of
Sokoto. This Sokoto Caliphate ended in
1903 when the British incorporated it into
the colony of Nigeria. The Sultan’s power
was transferred to the High Commissioner,
but many aspects of the caliphate structure,
including the Islamic legal system,
continued into the colonial period. 

There was a new impetus to the spread
of Islam under Ahmadu Bello, the Premier
of the Northern Region after Nigerian
independence in 1960, and his Islamization
programme led to the ‘conversion’ of over
100,000 people in the north. The military
coup in 1966, which claimed the lives of
many politicians including Ahmadu Bello,
brought this Islamization programme to an
abrupt end. However, government policy
favouring the dominance of Islam
continued. Islamization, historically, seems
easier under military dictatorship, and
Islam spread quickly under Ibrahim
Babangida (1985-1993).

Islam

Stamp depicting horsemen from the
Islamic North East of Nigeria

Modern Nigeria:
politics

Modern Nigeria:
economics

The Nigerian Crest
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1,000 people were killed; more states
adopted Islamic law in 2001 and 2002.
Nigerian central government openly
recognises the incompatibility of sharia law
with the federal constitution of the nation
but President Olusegun Obasanjo has
avoided intervening in decisions taken by
states which apply Islamic law, calling only
for moderation. He is regarded as an
outspoken Christian, but knows that
vigorous condemnation of sharia will only
inflame passions further. But he also
knows that the spread of sharia law will
increase religious tension and undermine
Nigerian unity. Pray that this
administration under President Obasanjo
may find the wisdom and the courage to
address these issues. 

In the midst of this the 530 [!]
Protestant ‘denominations’ go about their
work, including the sending of missionaries
to other nations, as well as addressing the
results of some of the contemporary issues,
like the AIDS problem, street children, and
orphans. Many church related matters
needing change are identified and listed by
different Christian Agencies, but surely one
glaring necessity must rank high on any
list. That is for indigenous Pastors and

Teachers,12 faithfully and patiently
expounding the Scriptures, that not only
may sinners hear the Gospel of redeeming
Grace, but, equally, saints may be
instructed more perfectly in the way. We
know of one such congregation, in Mary
Slessor’s old territory. There must be
others! Pray that it may be so.

Bible and TBS

Of the 400 plus languages in use in
Nigeria, only 16 are possessed of a

whole Bible, 39 have the New Testament,
and some 60 more have smaller portions of
Scripture. Of the provenance of these
various Scripture materials I cannot speak
particularly, but Samuel Crowther was very
much involved in the production of the
Yoruba Scriptures, Romans appearing in
1850 and the New Testament completed in
1862 – this was a first for any native
speaker, and proved to be a durable and
useful version.13

precarious economic mainstay is minerals,
especially petroleum, which provides the
greater part of its exports, and tin is mined
on the Jos Plateau. All these exports have
suffered severely from world price
fluctuations. Health care and social welfare
generally are inadequate, especially in rural
areas. An education drive in the 1970s made
primary schooling widely available, but
secondary education is limited. 

Not surprisingly with this political and
economic background many Nigerians,
about 70% of the population, live in
financial distress. The national personal
income is equivalent to US$300 (£200): the
national debt per person is nearer US$400
(£270)! Summarising these problems,
Patrick Johnstone in Operation World says,
“The root problem of dishonest politics and
corrupt government has not been squarely
faced.”11 Nigeria was once 50th in the table
of well-off nations, now it is classified as
among the thirty poorest nations. There
are, of course, growing numbers of street
children and orphans. Add to this picture
the doom-laden presence of AIDS, and
everything looks even darker. Between 4
and 6 million people, more than 6% of the
population (15% of the military, 20% of

pregnant women), live with AIDS in Nigeria;
nearly 2 million have died. Projections are
that by the year 2020, 75 million Nigerians
will be HIV positive or dying of AIDS.
Observers tell us that they do not see the
political will in Nigeria to address this
problem, although President Obasanjo has,
in contrast with all his predecessors, made
some public references to the need. 

Modern Nigeria: the religious scene

Just under half the population is Muslim,
the rest being designated as Christian or

following traditional African beliefs. Did
you know that one of the most intense hot
spots between Islam and Evangelical
Christianity is in Nigeria? The city of Jos,
because of its high plateau situation, has
always attracted non-African workers,
including Missions, as a place for
administrative headquarters and healthy
dwelling. But politically and traditionally it
is on the very edge of the Islamic Hausa
land, so Jos is targeted politically and
religiously as a place where Islam must
dominate. Pray for the troubled saints
there, and for the vindication of the Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

This religious tension between
Evangelical Christians and Islamic groups
has long existed, and most governments
since Independence have blatantly
favoured Muslim needs and expectations.
However, the extension of sharia law in a
number of northern states has intensified
the tension since December 1999. In one
state, fourteen churches were burnt to the
ground by suspected Islamic
fundamentalists. The introduction of sharia
law in January 2000 in Zamfara State led to
widespread violence in which more than

Modern Nigeria:
the religious scene

A street market in Ibadan, Nigeria

Church signs on a busy Nigerian street

The Bible & TBS

Samuel Ajayi Crowther (1807-1891)
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We can give thanks to the Lord of
Heaven and Earth that the most accessible
Bible, the English Authorised Version, is of
use and much used here in Nigeria. English
is the official language, and the Society has
long dispatched Bibles, Testaments,
calendars and portions, singly and in
quantity, to Nigeria. More and more the
trading difficulties hinder this work, and at
times of the Islamic and military authorities
holding power it has been impossible to
secure funds from Nigeria. Nevertheless the
ministry continues. In the Yoruba tongue
TBS distributes just one tract, in Hausa just
the Golden Thoughts Calendar each year.
This calendar, as you would expect, is also
distributed into Niger and Chad, and from
time to time we discuss the possibility of
producing it not only in the specially altered
English alphabet, but also in the Ajami
Script, more Arabic in character and thus
potentially more useful in a Muslim setting. 

Pray for this troubled, torn and tense
land and peoples. The problems seem
immense in every sphere, beyond the
wrestlings of human wisdom to resolve,
but not beyond the sovereign power of Him
who hears prayer. Pray that the excited
hope attending the renewed presidency of
President Olusegun Obasanjo shall be
fulfilled, and that the continuing work of
Bible distribution shall be maintained,
sustained and owned of God. Ponder the
second verse of the Nigerian National
Anthem: 

O God of creation, 
Direct our noble cause; 
Guide our Leaders right: 
Help our Youth the truth to know, 
In love and honesty to grow, 
And living just and true, 
Great lofty heights attain, 
To build a nation where peace and
justice reign.

The words of Psalm 67 come powerfully to
mind: “That thy way may be known upon
earth, thy saving health among all
nations… Then shall the earth yield her
increase; and God, even our own God,
shall bless us” (vss. 2, 6). Pray that Samuel
Crowther’s hope that the African Christian
would know his Bible better than the
African Muslim his Koran might be realised,
not in statistical tables but in the fleshy
tables of the heart.

Endnotes
1 People speak lightly of ‘Niger-Congo’ as a
cultural/linguistic area almost as Englishmen might speak
of ‘Severn-Trent’. The Niger rises in the south of Guinea;
the Congo rises, in its remotest tributaries, not far short of
Zambia. This ‘region’ is the whole of Central Africa, over 4
million square miles, greater than the USA!
2 The largest are South Africa, Sudan, Algeria and Congo
(Zaire).
3 Ethnic composition (figures rounded ) are: Hausa 21%,
Yoruba 21%, Ibo 18%, Fulani 11%, Ibibio 5%, Kanun 4%,
Edo 3%, Tiv 2%, Ijaw 1%, Bura 1%, Nupe 1%, others 10%.
4 © Cambridge2000.com, reproduced with kind permission.
5 R. J. Rushdoony, World History Notes (Fairfax VA:
Thoburn, 1974), p. 21.
6 And on ‘round the corner’ to Cameroon and Angola, then
the Cape and India.
7 Just ‘Nigeria’ after that.
8 The following URL has a link to a recording of Mary
Slessor speaking in Efik:
http://www.dundeecity.gov.uk/centlib/slessor/mary.htm. 
9 © Dundee Central Library, reproduced with kind permission.
10 If the association of ‘Sudan’ with Nigeria seems strange,
one must recall that a vast tract of land from Senegal to the
Sudan was French West Africa, or ‘French Sudan’.
11 Patrick Johnstone, Operation World, 5th ed. (Carlisle, UK:
OM Publishing, 1993), p. 423.
12 The ground-breaking nature, one dare even say ‘clear
leading of the Lord’, in Ajayi’s ministry amongst the
Yoruba (and, in some degree, to the Egbo), a native
speaker in the native tongue, was not adequately grasped
or followed up, for reasons which make sad reading.
13 Ajayi lost eleven years’ notes of linguistic observations
for use in further Biblical work when his house burned
down, in 1862.
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TBS Bibles reach the hands of Nigerians

A Matter for PrayerA Matter for Prayer
EEven the Bible is not above unscrupu-

lous treatment. We have recently
received word that a poor quality replica
of an edition of the Society’s 
Bible is in circulation in 
Nigeria.  These Bibles appear
to have been printed
abroad and imported into
Nigeria for sale – without
permission having been
sought from ourselves or
Cambridge University Press
(the holders of the Royal Letters
Patent – the ‘copyright’ of the Authorised
Version).  While from one standpoint we
can, with the Apostle Paul, rejoice that
‘notwithstanding, every way, whether in
pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached’
(Philippians 1.18), we also find ourselves
in a legal and moral dilemma.  The print-
ing of these Bibles without permission is,

in essence, theft, and those who have per-
petrated this, for whatever reason, are
breaking the eighth commandment.  The

Society is faced with having to
deal with not only the legal

aspects of this theft, but 
also with the lack of

confidence being occa-
sioned by the poor quality
of these Bibles which –

regardless of source – still
bear our name. We must also

deal with the reduction in
finances caused by this organisation’s

infiltration into our Nigerian support base.

We would urge your prayers for wisdom
and grace as we seek to take appropriate
action in this situation, but more than
that that God would bless His Word
despite the sinful acts of men.

We warmly thank the donors of the following anonymous gifts which have been
received since the April Quarterly Record went to press.  Somerset £50; North

Tolsta £110, £20; Edinburgh two of £100;  South East Anglia £2,000; Cheshire £2,000,
£20; Stornoway £100; Inverness £100; Postal Order £1; ‘anonymous subscription’ £25;
Give as you Earn £55.05, £33.00, £27.50; United Kingdom Evangelization Trust three of
£60; Charities Aid Foundation £128.21; Church Donation three of £50; South West
Charitable Giving three of £37.19; direct into the Bank £30, three of £25, £5; by hand
£10; via Speakers £150, £30; other £50, £20, £15, £5. Total £5,701.33.

The TreasuryThe Treasury

W
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Many contacts have been made through whom we have been able to
distribute the Hungarian Words of Life Calendars and Bibles over many years
now.  The number of calendars has been gradually increasing, as has the
number of Bibles, and now with the “Church of the Living God” booklet the
contacts have been growing.  This growth has necessitated a spreading of the
responsibility for the successful distribution over a wide area of Hungarian-
speaking parts of Eastern Europe.  But it is a blessing to be able to maintain
personal contact not only with those who have taken the main responsibility
but also with many individuals who are being blessed with the Word of God. 

The Journey to Eastern Europe

Ihad taken with me some 16,000 “Church of the Living God” booklets and
about 500 Bibles – the maximum I could carry in my car.  I had not driven
out to this region for four years, and I was on my own. There was an

urgency in my heart particularly to get these booklets into the hands of
Hungarian speakers.  I knew they would benefit from this simple list of Bible
texts on topics that we all most surely believe, such as “True Worshippers”,
“Christ is the head of the Church”, “ One Mediator between God and men”,
“Who can forgive sins but God only?”.  It was my prayer that, in reading these
texts and following the references given, some would by God’s grace come to a
knowledge of salvation. Many have no Bibles, and few would have a Bible that
had any references like these at all.  There was much prayer for me before I
started and I felt that prayer supporting me on the 4,500 miles I travelled.

The joy of seeing and meeting
those again who were our friends
in the Lord, and going from
Budapest, the capital of Hungary,
to the town where our main
distributor in and around
Hungary and Slovakia (a Brethren
pastor) lives, was very wonderful.
I was able also to meet our friends
at the Bibelbund who this year
have taken a sizeable quantity of
Golden Thoughts Calendars in
English for the schools in
Hungary where our language is
becoming so important to them
as their country seeks to join the

A Scripture warehouse in Budapest
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A Journey to
Eastern Europe

Neil J Broome

Last year I was privileged to visit Hungary, Romania and Ukraine as a
part of my Scripture distribution work amongst Hungarian speakers.
During this visit I was pleased to be able to distribute the Society’s

newly translated Hungarian edition of the “Church of the Living God” booklet
in addition to Hungarian Bibles and Words of Life Calendars.

One question I have been asked is, why go to Hungarian speakers?  Much of
Eastern Europe – including areas in which many Romanian and Ukrainian
speakers live – has opened to Scripture distribution since the fall of the Soviet
Union, providing many avenues for ministry.  But in the early days after the fall
of the Ceaucescu regime, I saw that much vital help was being given to the
Romanian-speaking people.  What I came to realise was that in Romania there
were some three million Hungarians, and in Ukraine’s border with Hungary
and Romania another one million, besides the fifteen million Hungarian
speakers in Hungary itself.  Historically Hungary had been influenced by the
Dutch Reformed Church over some centuries, but that has begun to diminish,
leaving a void which I have sought to help fill.
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European Union.  How good
that the Word of God should
be used in this way!  Another
brother, whom we have
known since the early days
some fourteen years ago,
came with me into Romania
on our journey to Cluj-
Napoca (called Kolozvár in
Hungarian), where we met a
number of ministers whom I
had not seen for some years.  

Staying the weekend there we returned to Oradea and I went on to Satu
Mare where I was able to stay for the first time with a Baptist Pastor there.  He
has two churches and three outreach churches to the Gypsy community in
outlying villages. The Bible and the booklets were gratefully received by him,
and in the evening I preached at his Prayer Meeting.  They sang some hymns,
most beautifully and unaccompanied, during the service.  At the end of the
meeting I was received with many “kisses” and thanks and was thus sent on my
way.  

From there I went back into Hungary and on to Miskolc, a city in the north
of the country where I was able to meet our friends from the Hungarian
Reformed Church who would be organising my visit to Ukraine and the region
of Transcarpathia.  After delivering the booklets there I returned to Romania,
and then on to Debrecen, the second largest city in Hungary, and then on to
Ukraine.  

My visit into Ukraine served several purposes, not least of which was to see
the area that had been greatly flooded in March 2001.  In many places the
water had risen some thirty feet in twenty-four hours.  Many buildings still
bore the scars, left with the flood marks on the walls.  Now I saw the houses
that had had to be completely rebuilt, and one village school that could not be.

In the three days I was in Ukraine I was able to be present at two graduation
ceremonies where the 6th form students were being given a farewell by the
whole school, staff and students. At one school, TBS Hungarian Bibles –
provided by the Dutch Reformed Church who financially and prayerfully
supported these church schools – were being presented to each of those who
was leaving. There was also a church service afterward at which I was asked to

HUNGARY
ROMANIA  

UKRAINE  
Transcarpathia

Region

Budapest

Cluj-Napoca

Oradea

Satu Mare

Miskolc

Debrecen

give an appropriate address. I spoke from
Proverbs 1.7,  “The fear of the LORD is the
beginning of knowledge: but fools despise
wisdom and instruction”.   

In addition to these occasions, I
preached on the Lord’s Day (a very hot
day, with temperatures over 30°C) at
Nagydobrony, where there was a large
congregation, and then in the afternoon 
at the Gypsy church of some forty people,
many of whom had been converted. It was a very moving time for me, as I
thought upon the grace of God which had reached out to so many in this
village. The joy on their faces I shall never forget as I spoke from 1 Peter 2.7,
“Unto you therefore which believe, he is precious”.  In the evening I attended
the Synod Meeting at which a friend was re-elected for another four years in
the onerous task of caring as a Pastor for some sixty churches and their
ministers in Transcarpathia.

The three weeks that I had been in Eastern Europe went very quickly, and I
am thankful for the many answered prayers, particularly for all the kind
hospitality that I received from so many people, entering into their homes and
being treated like a member of the family.  Most of all I am thankful to have
had true Christian fellowship and friendship.  I had seen and met most of my
friends in this region, and had made many new friends.  The gifts of friends
and the support of TBS have been invaluable in all that has been done.  

As I write this report, some 40,000 calendars, most in Hungarian, some in
Romanian, some in English, have now been sent to this region and will be sent
soon to the ministers and friends who will distribute them to those homes,
offices, hospitals, old peoples homes and prisons where the Word of God will
be on display for another twelve months in the language which the recipients
speak and understand. The winter weather soon comes on out there, and with
it the consequent difficulty in travelling and distribution.  Praise the Lord for
all His mercies and goodness in this work, and pray that this work will
continue to His glory!

“So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” Isaiah 55.11

A village church in Ukraine
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Romanian Bible
Product Code: ROMB Price £6.00 each
The Society has published the Gospels of Mark & John in the
Romanian language for some time and we are now pleased to be
able to publish a full Bible for the people of Romania.

Lithuanian Gospel of Mark
Product Code: LMK Price £0.50 each
The Society also publishes a Lithuanian Words of Life calendar.
We hope this new Gospel of Mark will be a help and blessing to
Lithuanian readers.

Armenian Gospel of John
Product Code: ARMJN Price £0.50 each
The Society also publishes an Armenian Words of Life calendar.
Like the calendar we hope this new Gospel of John will be used of
God in the lives of many Armenian readers.

Turkish Gospel of John
Product Code: TJN Price £0.50 each
We hope this new publication will be widely used among the
Turkish-speaking peoples of the world.

Hungarian Booklet Tract
Product Code: HMTB3 Price £0.30 each
The new booklet is based on the Society’s English Booklet Tract
‘Church of the Living God’. The Society also publishes a Words of
Life calendar in Hungarian.

Lithuanian Ten Commandments Poster
Product Code: LPO Price £2.35 each
(Size 500 x 750mm).

German Scripture Leaflet Tracts
Price £1.15 per pack of 50

Based on the Society’s English ‘Think on These Things’ Series,
these tracts contain Scripture with a concise evangelical message.

Product Code: GERSL2 The Love of God
GERSL8 The Way of Salvation
GERSL10 The Forgiveness of Sins
GERSL11 What Think Ye of Christ

A full German Bible is also available from the Society.

New Foreign Language Publications
We are pleased to list the following New Foreign Scriptures 

published recently by the Society.

Please ask for a personal copy of our 2003 catalogue in which all our
publications are illustrated.  This catalogue is free of charge.

We would remind our supporters and Churches that if any wish to
send a quantity of Scriptures, the Society is not only pleased to offer 
a generous Free Distribution Discount but with full details we can
also send them directly to any overseas destination at a reasonable
cost.  Postage can be quoted on request and a telephone call is
sufficient.

Product Catalogue Normal Special 
Code page no. Retail Price Offer

Two for the price of one:
Giant Print Bible (4 Volume Double Pica)
70A     p14 £42.50 £21.25

Postcards (set of 32 cards, assorted Texts)
PCSET p27 £4.47 £2.24

Script Text Notelet Greetings Cards
(set of 10, assorted Texts, blank inside)
CFSET p19 £1.47 £0.74

Motto Frame Text Cards
(set of 12, assorted Texts)
MTSET p27 £2.01 £1.00

Children’s Gummed Text Albums
Set of 5 albums each containing sheets of Scripture
texts for insertion in correct place
GSET p26 £3.63 £1.82

Children’s Hidden Text Albums
Set of 4 albums each containing 16 separate puzzles to
find the ‘Hidden’ Scripture Texts
HSET p26 £2.46 £1.23

Children’s Scripture Text Sheets
Set of perforated sheets of 96 texts with coloured
drawings
SCRSET p26 £0.89 £0.45

Scripture Passage Posters (500x750mm) 
Set of five colourful Scripture passage posters of
good quality including The Ten Commandments.
Ideally suited for inside wall displays. Can also be
used outside places of worship.
POSET p20 £10.88 £5.44

Memory Text Card Tracts (115x70mm) 
Set of 20 mixed high gloss text cards on a
Scripture theme.  Also available in packs of 50 of
any one title.
MSET p24 £0.59 £0.30
pack of 50 p24 £1.18 £0.59

Tracts (85x140mm) 
Set of five tracts of 50 (250) containing a 
selection of Scriptures on various themes
SFSET p25 £4.75 £2.38

Individual items within the above sets are also
available on Special Offer whilst stocks last except
the Ten Commandments Poster within the POSET.

Other Special Offers:
Jubilee Bibles
Commemorating Her Majesty’s 50 year reign
We have a few left in stock reduced from £7.95 to
£6.95 until stocks are exhausted

Script Text Notelet Greetings Cards (10 cards) 
Text: ‘I know that my Redeemer liveth’ 
CF95 p19 £1.47 £0.50

The above offers are also available to our 
supporters overseas who should contact our
International Headquarters or nearest Branch for
details.

2003
The Society is pleased to offer the following items with a Special Offer
of two for the price of one (or 50% discount) whilst stocks last.

product profile

Special 
Offers

28 29
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pastors.  An old woman who spent
many years in prison for Christ received
a large print Bible and a calendar.  She
was delighted to receive these.  Some
Scriptures went to a church in
Chernobyl.  In one town a lot of Bibles
were given to Christians.  A Pastor from
a very isolated place in the region came
to meet me to get Bibles and the
remaining calendars.  All the people
who got Bibles or calendars thanked me
and were very excited to get them.  They
asked me to write and say thanks to
you. Since I came home I have had to
post two English Bibles to people in
Belarus.  I thank God for the opportu-
nity of taking your Bibles into the
former Soviet Union and getting them
in safely.  Many, many thanks to you for
these Bibles; they will be of great use for
the cause of Christ in those needy
countries. 

From Glasgow, Scotland 

IIcome from Iran and I always have
been interested in the personality of

Jesus Christ and Christianity.  When I
had been in Iran about seventeen

months ago I hoped to find one Persian
copy of the Bible but I couldn’t.  Our
public library had only a very old copy
of Bible that unfortunately disap-
peared!  If possible please send me one
Persian copy of Bible (Old and New
Testament) and some books about
Christianity in Farsi language and if
possible send me a Bible in English in
big print please because my eyes is so
weak.

From Encausse, France

TThe calendars are being distributed,
unbelievers look forward to receive

them; a Christian friend, a doctor, is
able to give them away in the surgery,
how long for the time is short, things
are difficult and only the Word of God
can bring a change and here the French
people are ignorant of the Bible. We feel
the Lord is calling us full time for His
work, great opportunities, because we
had got the church.  I am grateful to the
Lord for the Trinitarian Bible Society to
spread the gospel this way. May the
Lord bless you all in Him. 

From Redhill, Surrey,
England

OOur primary aim is to distribute
God’s Word and we have been

able to do this at home and abroad as in
previous years.  In our main project
worldwide we have continued to work
with the Trinitarian Bible Society send-
ing Bibles all over the world from the
various packing evenings held through-
out the year.  Our main UK project for
2002 was to present personal Bibles to

Bibles and calendars left in a
church in a drug rehab centre in
the Chernobyl region

The Word of God Among All Nations

From Drogheda, Co. Louth,
Ireland 

MMany thanks for the two Spanish
Bibles.  God willing tomorrow we

will give the first one to the lady from
Cuba who requested one.  She stays at
the local asylum seekers centre and has
just become a Christian and is hungry
for God’s Word in her own language.
God has opened many doors there;
please pray for more workers in the
harvest.  Thanks again.

From Cheshunt,
Hertfordshire, England 

GGreetings in the lovely Name of our
Lord and Saviour, the Lord Jesus

Christ.  We do trust you are well and
knowing much of the Lord and His
goodness, both personally and within
the Society. The time has come round
again, to request we be considered for a
grant of Bibles for this year.  We are very
grateful for the Society’s kindness in

previous years and would not presume
upon their generosity.  If possible, we
could use 40 Emerald Bibles, with red
and blue hardback covers.  As formerly,
we shall be holding a number of mis-
sions and Holiday Bible Clubs where we
shall use the Bibles as prizes and also
hand out copies of the Scriptures to
pupils at schools in the area.  For your
interest, I would say that a few of the
young people who received the Bibles
have asked for more information on
Christian matters, one or two have
joined the postal Bible School and one
parent has herself requested a Bible.
Please pray with us, that these and
other contacts will come to know the
Saviour.

From Keady, Co. Armagh,
Ireland 

MMany thanks for all the calendars
and Bibles. These are all now safe-

ly distributed. All were again well
received. I was even asked to thank TBS.
Some went to a school; this is the first
time the gospel was on the walls of this
school. A lot of Bibles were given to

Europe

Word of God
T H E

Among All Nations
�� THE FIELD IS THE WORLD ✶✶ THE SEED IS THE WORD OF GOD��
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as well.  Next time, if you remember us,
we would appreciate English as well –
for those who learn English – so we
reach some unbelievers.  Thank you for
your service.

From Zolotonosha,
Cherkassy Region, Ukraine 

WWe have just returned from
Ukraine again, after another

most encouraging yet challenging trip. I
am really writing to thank you most
sincerely for all the calendars you
donated to us, which were and are such
a blessing to so many.  When we arrived
at one village, the first thing we were
asked was “Have you brought us any
calendars this year?”.  They were
delighted to know we had some for
them, and ask us to thank you from the
bottom of their hearts. 

From Kiev, Ukraine 

IIam very pleased to let you know that
the fifty Words of Life calendars you

kindly sent me I received very safely.
Thank you so very much for these won-
derful calendars and for your great
kindness.  May God bless you richly
and may He reward you for this good
work of yourselves.  We love these cal-
endars, they have beautiful views, and
the main thing is that they bring the
Word of God to every home. In this
time when there is so much wickedness
in the world, people particularly need
the Word of God before their eyes.
Who knows, maybe in this way God
will touch their hearts.  So your labour
is extremely important.  

From Leamington Spa,
Warwickshire, England 

TThank you for sending us your cal-
endar request form which has been

completed to the best of my ability.
Your calendars are very welcome in
Portugal and as you know, we use them
when we distribute our Christmas
parcels in December.  While I was trav-
elling in India during February, I also
came across your calendars in the city
of Guntur; one was displayed in one of
the children’s hostels of our colleagues

Portuguese calendars ready for
distribution

children in our local schools to com-
memorate the Queen’s Jubilee.  In the
photograph, we are packing Words of
Life Calendars for our usual distribu-
tion to local homes.  The Lord help us
to commit all into His hand that He
might be pleased to fulfil that Scripture
in Proverbs 16.3, ‘commit thy works
unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall
be established’.

From Ruse, Bulgaria 

SSince I realised how great is the love of
God unto me and unto the whole

fallen race I began to learn diligently His
Word.  But I also learn English language
and think that one Bible in English
would be great helper for me in my
learning both God’s will for me and
English language.  That’s why I ask you
most kindly to send me as a gift one

English Bible.  But my petition is if it’s
possible this book to be King James
Version, to be with Bible references in the
middle of the sheets, Bible concordance,
dictionary, maps. I hope my request
would not make any difficulties to you,
and express my cordial thanks for the
time and consideration you will devote
to me.  Let God’s merciful hand be unto
you and the Spirit of Jesus Christ be your
leader in your work and life.

From Vilnius, Lithuania 

FFirst of all, thank you very much for
these Scriptures.  We started distri-

bution at once.  Especially valuable in
Lithuania now is the material in
Russian – Russian-speaking population
is the most needy so we distribute them
among Russian schools.  Most of
Lithuanian material will go to schools

Preparing calendars for distribution in Surrey, England



35

Issue Number: 564 – July to September

34

Trinitarian Bible Society – Quarterly Record

granting His rich blessings upon His
work, our personal lives and those
within our families.  People are being
saved by grace and becoming more
spiritually minded despite their situa-
tion.  May the Lord continue to bless
the work of the Society to spread the
Word of God among all nations.  

From TBS (New Zealand)

IIenclose a picture of the man who vis-
its the ships coming into Gisborne

Port.  He is presenting a Bible to one of
the seamen.  We have been supplying
him with English and Russian Bibles
and Calendars, as well as bookmarks,
etc.  We also support
the man who works
among seamen at
Port Napier.  The
crews on the

ships are mainly Filipino, Russian,
Korean and Chinese, and most are able
to read and speak English.

From Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire

IIwould like to know Jesus Christ but I
can’t.  My parents, friends help me

but I can’t decide.  But I really feel the
need.  I received from a friend a calen-
dar which helps me to read the Bible.  It
had your address on it.  I would like
your help with a new calendar and
other brochures that would help me.

Africa

in that city.  If you would like to send
English calendars to our Bible college
for distribution in Chennai, India, we
will be delighted to receive 1,000 copies
so that we can also take part in a distri-
bution if you found that helpful.  If you
are willing to send calendars to India by
sea freight, then you may send as many
as you can spare possibly.  Thank you
once again for your fellowship.  We look
forward to receiving a consignment of
Portuguese calendars when you are able
to send.

South America

From Asunción, Paraguay 

TThank you very much for the
Golden Thoughts Calendars.  The

Manageress of a day nursery has
already asked me about the calendars.
We will be distributing them soon.
There are around 100 mothers, many of
them are single parents or have been
abandoned.  In the middle of such
poverty and family problems, etc., they
have a ray of light in the calendars, a
splendid hope…many thanks.  The
remainder of the 1,000 calendars will
be distributed throughout Paraguay.
Together with my wife we travel a lot
throughout the country visiting pas-
tors, businesses and especially radio
stations.  At the moment there are 28
radio stations, many of these radio sta-
tions are commercial radio stations.
They will all soon have “Golden
Thoughts” calendars on their desks.
You can rest assured that the 1,000 cal-
endars will be used to extend God’s

Kingdom.  The calendars will be dis-
tributed for free.  If you have other
material available it would be a pleasure
for us to distribute it on our stands.  

From Chiclayo, Peru

PPlease find enclosed my request
form for “Golden Thoughts” calen-

dars for 2004.  I would like to receive
300 copies in Spanish.  I started to dis-
tribute the calendars in November,
especially those destined for Cuba
because the post can take up to one
month to arrive there.  I distributed
them in Peru in December and in my
own church the final Sunday in
December.  Everybody was eager to
receive them as they play an important
part in family meetings in particular.  I
am a retired pastor but now spend my
time being the pianist at the meetings
and being a Sunday School teacher.
During the first five minutes of the class
I ask them if they are using the daily
Bible readings from the calendars dur-
ing their family Bible studies during the
week and which passage had most
impact on their families.  We then pro-
ceed with the Bible study.

From Lima, Peru 

WWe have received the consignment
containing all the Christian lit-

erature for which we are grateful.  At
present we are preparing for an evan-
gelistic campaign when we are going to
make use of the leaflets.  The Golden
Thoughts calendars were distributed.
The Lord is blessing His work in the
country in spite of dire poverty.  God is

South America

Australasia

Bible given to seaman
in New Zealand



From Near Nairobi, Kenya 

IIhave distributed the Bibles to Youth
with Aids, for their church as well.  I

have about thirteen or fifteen Emeralds
left over, and want to send them to the
other small new beginning churches in
Nairobi.  God bless you!  Youth with
Aids will write you themselves, they
have a great little work there in the run-
down area.  They have an informal

school, of primary through standard 4,
children who can’t pay fees, teachers
who are not paid.  But the church man-
ages to teach the kids, and supply the
teachers with living quarters there on
the compound, and food, plus, I think,
a little pocket money.  They do very
well.  The lead pastor lives there with
his wife and family.  They are always
there when I go, so he does not divide
the family.  Some of the church mem-
bers came to witness the hand over of
Bibles on a Thursday morning.

From Cir, Ghana

IIam young Ghanaian boy, Muslim.  I
am converted into Christianity.  In

fact, the Christianity literatures are too
exorbitant.  I wanted to buy some of
the Christianity literatures which will
guide me as a weapon but because of
its high prices I couldn’t because I am
a student.  About two months ago, a
certain student received some of your
literatures and a Bible.  Therefore, I am
also pleading to you to help, to send
me Holy Bible both Old and New
Testament.  In fact, at this time, I will
never return to Islamic worship again
and no one will turn me.  Hope to hear
from you soon.

Although certain phrases and expres-
sions used in these letters may not be
doctrinally accurate or in the proper
English form, we reproduce the letters
essentially as received, knowing that 
the Lord is using His Word to the 
glory of His Name and the furtherance 
of His Kingdom as the Scriptures are 
distributed among the nations of the
world.
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Trinitarian Bible Society
International Headquarters

Tyndale House, Dorset Road, London, SW19 3NN, England
Telephone: (020) 8543 7857  Facsimile: (020) 8543 6370

e-mail: TBS@trinitarianbiblesociety.org  
Website: www.trinitarianbiblesociety.org

Office Hours: Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm
Registered Charity Number: 233082   

V.A.T. Registration Number: GB 215 9219 67

Auditors:
Jacob Cavenagh & Skeet
Acorn House,
2 Greenhill Crescent,
Watford Business Park,
Watford, Herts.,WD188AH

Solicitors:
Bates, Wells & Braithwaite
Cheapside House,
138 Cheapside,
London,
EC2V 6BB

Bankers:
Barclays Bank PLC
99 Hatton Garden,
London, EC1N 8DN
Code No.: 20-32-29
Account No.: 70023531
Euro Account No.: 72732599
Swift Code: BARCGB22

International
Branches

Australian Branch
National Secretary: Mr. C. Tuck, B.A.
Trinitarian Bible Society (Australia),
G.P.O.Box 777
Sydney NSW 2001, Australia
Tel.: 1300 303 827 Fax: 1300 783 827
e-mail: TBS@trinitarianbiblesociety.org.au

Canadian Branch
Canadian General Secretary: Mr. G. den Boer, B.A.
Trinitarian Bible Society
259 - 7610 Evans Road
Chilliwack, B.C., V2R 2Z5, Canada
Telephone: (604) 858-2354
Fax: (604) 858-8326
e-mail: tbs@dowco.com

New Zealand Branch
Secretary: Mr. U. Haringa
Trinitarian Bible Society (New Zealand),
5 Dryden Street,
Gisborne, New Zealand
Tel. & Fax: 06-867-2532

Brazilian Branch
President: The Rev. Dr. T. L. Gilmer
Sociedade Bíblica Trinitariana do Brasil,
Casa João Ferreira de Almeida,
Rua São Vicente, 230 - Bela Vista,
Caixa Postal, 3352
CEP 01060-970 São Paulo - SP - Brazil
Tel.: (011) 3105-7181 Fax: (011) 3107-3775
e-mail: sbtb@biblias.com.br

U.S.A. Branch
President: Mr. J. Stehouwer
Trinitarian Bible Society (U.S.A.)
1600 Leonard Street, N.W.
Grand Rapids, MI 49504, U.S.A.
Telephone: (616) 735-3695
Fax: (616) 735-9373
e-mail: TBSUSA@aol.com

Bibles being prepared for 
distribution in Kenya
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